
PEACE BE WITH YOU THIS ADVENTPEACE BE WITH YOU THIS ADVENT
 Haven’t you ever caught yourself wishing for a little more peace and quiet?  Well, there’s an answer to your wish just around the corner 

– ADVENT!  “That’s the busiest season of the year,” you think – but it could be the quietest season of the year if you make the time to prepare 

for the arrival of our Savior.  Instead of getting wrapped up in mall mania and endless corporate parties, get wrapped up in preparation for 

Christmas with daily gatherings of the family around the Advent wreath.  Celebrate the Feasts of the Immaculate Conception and Our Lady 

of Guadalupe (both occur during Advent!) to help remind you that a very special day is coming soon – Happy Birthday, Jesus!  Get excited as 

you prepare for Jesus to receive your “homemade gifts” of increased prayer and an increased spirit of charity and goodwill.

 If waiting is not your “cup of tea”, remember that Mary had to wait for 9 months for the arrival of her Son; we only need to wait 4 weeks!  

This Advent, let’s “hurry up and wait” – quietly, prayerfully, expectantly – so we can fully experience the explosion of Christmas like never 

before.

 By Michael Bishop
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My dear parish family,

e have four weeks of Advent to ready our hearts and 
homes for Christmas.  How will you spend this time of 
preparation and anticipation?  I encourage you to move 

through this season in joyful expecta-
tion and try to let go of some of the 
commercial pressure that has been 
imposed on this otherwise quiet 
season.  Try to hold off on Christmas 
parties until the two week season of 
Christmas, which begins (and doesn’t 
end) on December 25.  Come to Mass, 
join me Friday mornings to pray the 
rosary, reach out to the poor, the lonely 
and the brokenhearted.  I also want to 
ask a common Advent spiritual 
discipline for the parish:  that for 6 days 

between Sunday, December 4, and Friday, 
December 9, every family pray the rosary together each day.  Please 
include in your intentions vocations to the priesthood and sister-
hood, and respect for human life.

This Advent also marks the first time in about 45 years that the 
English-speaking Church will experience a change in some of the 
words we say at Mass.  These changes are more scriptural, a more 

accurate translation of the original Latin, and align us with the rest of 
the Church around the world.  At first, some of the wording may 
sound overly formal, but if you’re like me, I think you’ll find it to be a 
much richer, more sublime and inspiring text.

In fact, it was this change in the English translation of the Roman 
Missal that inspired the selection of “Behold the Lamb” as our theme 
for Heart of Worship this year.  This is our 9th year to offer Heart of 
Worship and I am pleased to announce that Cardinal DiNardo will be 
our keynote speaker.  So, mark your calendars now for Saturday, 
February 18, 2012.  It is a full day of inspirational talks, great music, 
Mass and Adoration that you won’t want to miss!  Online registration 
begins December 1.

I pray for our parish family as we embark on this new Advent.  May 
we all find peace amidst the haste, may we grasp the sublime gift of 
the Mass through the new Roman Missal, and may this season of 
joyful expectation lead us all to a most glorious Christmas!  Let us 
celebrate that Jesus is Savior and we are not.  Come, Lord Jesus!

In Christ’s love,

Fr. Drew Wood, Pastor
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MEET OUR YOUTH MINISTERS

YOUTH MINISTERS A LOOK BACK 
AT MY LIFE TEEN 

EXPERIENCE
By Franchesca Pereira
 
 Today I stand in the church as a 24-year-
old young woman, filled and guided by the 
Holy Spirit.  Ten years ago, when I entered 
Life Teen, I was a 14-year-old teen guided by 
the world.  Now as  young adult, I often get 
questions or comments 
referencing where my 
faith came from, how I 
keep strong in the faith, 
where my love and 
desire for my God was 
formed.  Every time I sit 
and think about all of 
these questions, my 
answers always take me 
back to St. Laurence and my religious forma-
tion, especially my time in Life Teen.  My 
time as a youth at St. Laurence, without 
even a hint of doubt, is the ministry God 
used to make me become the woman of 
God that I am today.
 Life Teen brought me youth ministers 
who changed my life.  So much of what I 
know and the way I live out my faith is 
because of the words God spoke to me 
through them.  Life Teen brought me to my 
nearest and dearest friends… my GAG girls 
(Girls and God).  These friendships taught 
me the necessity of having other Catholic 
women in my life that would hold me 
accountable and lift me up in the Church.
 Life Teen opened the eyes of my heart to 
the Holy Spirit, through Steubenville.  A true 
gift.  As a parishioner who has left for 
college and has attended other churches 
and Life Teen programs, I can witness that 
the Holy Spirit is alive in this place in a way 
that is unlike any other.  I am absolutely 
biased so take that as you’d like!
 When I was asked to share about my 
time and experience in Life Teen, I did not 
even hesitate!  This place I call home, has 
given me the roots for a confident, faithful 
faith I live out loud every day.  I praise God 
for my home, here at St. Laurence, especially 
because I have met so many who have not 
grown up with the community and support 
that I have.  I am truly blessed to be a part of 
St. Laurence parish and I pray to God that all 
of us know the beauty of this community 
and church. 

Life Teen / High School Youth Ministry:  KRIS FRANK
Hometown:  Tiffin, Ohio
Education:  Franciscan University of Steubenville, BA Theology and 
Catechetics
My own teen years:  Like most teens, I was a complex individual.  I 
grew up in a Catholic home, and liked the idea of Jesus as long as he 
didn’t get in the way of what I wanted to do.  It was actually a 
conversation I had while in detention after school one day that 
really got me thinking about my faith and started me down the path 
to where I am today.

Best part of my job:  I really like teaching, but I think my favorite part of 
my job is just being with the teens. The weekly conversations we get to have and walking 
with them as they dive deeper into the faith is amazing to be a part of. 
Advice to parents:  I don’t have a teenager of my own so I always hesitate to give advice 
to parents, but, I have seen the importance of parents staying active and present in your 
teens’ lives.  I know schedules get very busy and finding time to connect can be challeng-
ing, but having daily meaningful conversations can make a world of difference to a teen.

Confirmation:  CLAIRE MCMULLIN
Hometown:  Hurst, Texas
Education:  Southwest Texas State University, BS-Education
My own teen years:  Music was my life.  I played Bass Clarinet in the 
band and sang Alto in the choir.  I listened to everything that I could 
get my hands on that was different or interesting.  Although God 
was important to me, I had a difficult time figuring out where to put 
Him in my life.
Best part of my job:  I love going on retreat, hanging out with the 
teens, and watching them interact with people that they really kind 

of just got to know.  After we’ve done some praying and talking, there 
are times when everyone is relaxed, having fun, and laughing.
Advice to parents:  Know that we are praying for you.  Being a parent is like being part of 
the Peace Corps – the toughest job you’ll ever love.  Come visit us and receive prayer or 
just to chat and find out what’s going on.  Work on your personal prayer life and receive 
the Sacraments regularly.  And don’t feel like you have to be perfect – learn and grow 
along WITH your teens.

The Edge / Middle School Youth Ministry:  MICHAEL GORMLEY
Hometown:  Broken Arrow, Oklahoma
Education:  Franciscan University of Steubenville, MA-Theology and 
Christian Ministry; BA-Philosophy and Theology
My own teen years:  I was super-active in my Life Teen youth group 
in The Woodlands, I was a huge nerd, the clown, and was home-
schooled.
Best part of my job:  Teaching students and parents how to pray.
Advice to parents: 1) Pray the Scriptural Rosary as a family, 2) live a 
simple life with fewer possessions, 3) never stop asking yourself, 

“Where is Christ in my family’s life?”
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Following are the stories of two young women who have answered the call to serve God in a religious vocation:  Sr. Rachel Marie of the Eucharistic Lamb 
grew up in our parish; this past summer she professed her First Vows with the Servants of the Pierced Hearts of Jesus and Mary.  Sr. Anna Pauline Pham 
Khánh Vân is a member of our parish school faculty and is a Dominican Sister of St. Catherine of Siena Congregation in Vietnam.

A Gift and a Mystery:  Sr. Rachel Marie of the Eucharistic Lamb

 Sister Rachel Marie considers her vocation to the religious life as both “a gift and a mystery.”  When she was 
growing up, she says she would have never imagined herself as a religious sister.  “My family is one of God’s 
greatest gifts to me.  I received my faith from my parents, Doug and Janey Gosda, who made our home truly a 
domestic church,” she says.  As the oldest of six children, she had a very normal childhood, playing sports and 
singing in the choir at St. Laurence.
 The journey of discovering and saying “yes” to the Lord’s call for her life began following her freshmen year 
of high school, after her first Stubenville conference, when she really encountered Jesus in the Eucharist for the 
first time.  Sister Rachel Marie says that “during my first year and a half of college, the desires that had been 
growing within my heart… became even stronger.  I knew that the Lord had a mission for me.”  In January 2009, 
at the age of 21, she entered the community of the Servants of the Pierced Hearts of Jesus and Mary.
 “Another of God’s greatest gifts to me is the parish family that I grew up with at St. Laurence.  I can honestly 
say that I always felt the Church to be my home.”  She has many treasured memories of St. Laurence, including 
Holy Week (particularly Holy Thursday), the first Heart of Worship in 2004, her years of singing in the Life Teen 
Praise Group, and singing at the first Mass in the new Church in 2008.
 When asked how she chose her order, she said, “Truly, it was all the Lord!  I know that He brought our community to me… The particular way 
that our community is called to love and serve the Lord and the Church is the way my heart had always longed to do so… even if I couldn’t 
express it myself.” 
 She shares the words of our Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI, as advice for young girls: “Do not be afraid of Christ!  He takes nothing away, and 
he gives you everything.  When we give ourselves to Him, we receive a hundredfold in return.”  Sister also says “Believe that if He is calling you to 
Himself, He can, does, and will satisfy.”
 Sister Rachel encourages parents not to be afraid of the Lord’s call for your daughters.  Her prayer for parents: “May you have the grace to 
recognize the Lord’s call as a gift… and may you be given the grace to give your treasure to Him, who first gave her to you!”

 By Regina Johnson

Invoking Vocation:  Sr. Anna Pauline Pham Khánh Vân

        Sister Anna Pauline is a member of the Dominican Sisters of St. Catherine of Siena Congregation in Vietnam.  
Their mission is aimed for salvation of humankind by evangelizing for the kingdom of God through education of 
our youth and by doing charitable works.  Sister Anna Pauline felt called to vocations at the age of 15, the same 
year she entered the convent, and she firmly believes God chose the Dominican order for her.  She feels her 
parents, who are wonderfully devoted to God, were a great influence for her and saw their devotion to their faith 
most noted when they fled Vietnam nearly 30 years ago. 
           Sister feels very blessed to be able to teach Religion to the 7th and 8th graders at St. Laurence Catholic School 
and witnesses the students’ spiritual growth in their faith journeys.  She loves to see the children’s hearts set on 
fire for the Lord along with their thirst for the truth, knowledge and seeking God.  Sister talks directly to her female 
students and all teen girls when she advises them to open their hearts to Jesus and listen to His voice.  “Ask Him 
what He wants you to do with your life… God will answer!  His will for your life is where you will find true authen-
tic happiness… and also a true peace in your soul,” says Sister Anna Pauline.

           St. Thérèse of Lisieux is greatly admired by Sister Pauline.  She had the opportunity in Middle School to visit 
the town of Lisieux and it really made an impact on her life.  She sees a beautiful soul in this saint because she allowed God to work in and 
through her to accomplish great things, and she hopes she can also love God with a pure and fervent heart like St. Thérèse.
 This gentle, humble educator suggests that parents practice daily family prayer and openly encourage children to give their lives to God 
through religious vocation.  Sister Anna Pauline asks us all to continue to earnestly pray, encourage and support the young people of our parish, 
that they may offer themselves for the glory of God in religious life.

 By Angela Rankin

SPOTLIGHT ONSPOTLIGHT ON
RELIGIOUS VOCATIONSRELIGIOUS VOCATIONS

Advent 2011 3



Issue 104

WELCOMING THE NEW ROMAN MISSAL

Beginning this Advent, English-speaking Catholics around the world will begin celebrating the Mass with a common, 
newly-translated, edition of the Roman Missal, the book containing the prayers and chants for the celebration of the 
Mass.  While the structure of the Mass will not change, it will require us to learn some revisions to our responses and 
prayers.

  

WHY? Why do we need a new translation?  For centuries leading up to the Second Vatican 
Council, the Liturgy of the Roman Catholic Church was printed and prayed only in Latin.  Following Vatican II, the 
English translation eliminated many of the superlatives, adjectives and repetitions, making it more of a paraphrase 
of the Latin.  In the year 2000, Pope John Paul II issued the 3rd edition of the Roman Missal, calling for a more literal 
translation.  In this way, the words we use in the English-speaking Church are more closely aligned with Scripture, 
the original Latin, and the rest of the world.

WHO? All around the world, all English-speaking countries, including Australia, Canada, 
England & Wales, India, Ireland, New Zealand, Pakistan, Philippines, Scotland, South Africa, and the United States, 
will celebrate the Mass with the same words for the first time since Vatican II.

WHEN?  On November 27, 2011, the first Sunday of Advent, we will begin using the New 
Roman Missal.  For months, our parish has been getting ready for this day:  our clergy have been studying the texts, 
our choirs have been learning new settings, and parishioners will have easy-to-follow pamphlets available in the 
pews to help us with our responses and prayers at Mass.

WHAT? Here is a brief look at some of the changes we will hear at Mass…



LITURGICAL SEASONS... LENT, EASTER AND ORDINARY TIME

Advent 2011 5

The Lord be with you.  And with your spirit.  
The response we have been using in English, ‘And also with you’, is the only translation which did 
not mention ‘spirit’.  This phrase is found in many of St. Paul’s letters and expresses a mutual desire 
that the Lord will be present among the people and with the ordained minister.

Through my most grievous fault
In the Confiteor we individually acknowledge our sinfulness to one another and to God not only 
‘in what I have done’ but also by sins of omission, ‘what I have failed to do.’  The new translation 
restores a portion of the prayer that was not translated in our current English version.  This 
Advent, ‘through my fault, through my fault, through my most grievous fault’ (mea culpa, mea 
culpa, mea maxima culpa) will be added back, along with striking the breast.

Glory to God in the highest
There are quite a few differences between the translation of the Gloria that we have been using 
and the new liturgical text.  The new translation more closely aligns us with Scripture (Glory to 
God in the highest and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests) and restores entire 
phrases that were left out of the current translation.

I believe in one God
Changing from ‘we believe’ to ‘I believe’ is a more accurate translation of Latin text and reflects 
that the faith of the entire Church has been handed on to each person.  This is just one of the 
changes to the Nicean Creed, in addition to words such as ‘consubstantial’ (meaning that Jesus is 
one substance with God the Father) and ‘incarnate of the Virgin Mary’ (Christ was not simply 
‘born’ of the Virgin Mary, he was enfleshed by her, he was ‘incarnate’ by her).  

It is right and just
During the Liturgy of the Eucharist, the celebrant invites us to give thanks to the Lord.  Our new 
response, ‘It is right and just’ is a more accurate translation that connects more smoothly to the 
Preface, which nearly always begins, ‘It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation, always 
and everywhere to give you thanks, Lord…’

For many
In our current translation of the Eucharistic Prayer, the celebrant says, ‘This is the cup of my blood, 
the blood of the new and everlasting covenant.  It will be shed for you and for all so that sins may 
be forgiven.’  The Latin words ‘pro multis’ were originally translated as ‘for all’.  The new translation 
‘for many’ is more accurate and closely reflects Scripture and the Latin text.  We do believe that 
Christ died for all, for the salvation of the whole world.  However, we, too, have a part in this.  We, 
the Church, must receive this gift in thanksgiving, praise and intercession.

The goal of the new translation of the Roman Missal remains the same as it was following Vatican II:  the full, 
conscious, active participation of the faithful in the Liturgy.  Together we will learn these changes, and in the months 
ahead, take them to heart, growing closer to God and to one another through the beautiful words of the Mass.

For a more thorough explanation of these changes, please visit our parish web site or 
the US Conference of Catholic Bishops site at www.usccb.org.
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 Make plans now to attend Heart of Worship on Saturday, February 18, 2012.  This 
is the 9th year for Heart of Worship, a daylong spiritual event at St. Laurence filled with 
great music, inspiring talks, Mass and Eucharistic Adoration.  This year we are very 
pleased to welcome as keynote speaker Cardinal Daniel DiNardo.
 The theme for this Heart of Worship, Behold the Lamb, is inspired by Scripture and 
the text from the new Roman Missal, the words used to celebrate the Mass:  “Behold 
the Lamb of God, behold him who takes away the sins of the world.”  We welcome 
Mother Adela and the sisters from the Servants of the Pierced Hearts of Jesus and 
Mary, who will share their love for Eucharistic Adoration, beautiful contemplative 
music, and gift of healing prayer.  Breakout sessions will be led by guest speakers Fr. 
Eurel Manzano, who grew up in our parish and was newly ordained this past summer; 
David Bucklew, a former Baptist minister who returned to the Catholic faith; and Sr. 
Rachel Marie of the Eucharistic Lamb, a young member of St. Laurence who recently 
took her First Vows. 
 Heart of Worship is open to anyone sixth grade and older and the cost to attend 
is $15 per person, which includes dinner.  Registration begins December 1, available 
online at www.stlaurence.org or in person during office hours at the parish office.  Regis-
tration is limited to 1,500 people and the event is expected to sell-out, so advanced registration is recommended.  
Come to the Heart of Worship, be filled with the Holy Spirit, and Behold the Lamb!

OUR PARISH SCHOOL CELEBRATES 20 YEARS! 

Dear Parish Families,

 It is with great pride and excitement that I share with you information 
about your parish school as we celebrate our 20th anniversary. 
 Please join us for Open House on Thursday, January 26th from 6-8 PM to 
see the school in person. Thank you for your ongoing and continued support 
of our efforts as we strive for excellence in Catholic education!

In Him we trust,  Debra Haney, Principal

HEART OF WORSHIP 2010 – BEHOLD THE LAMB
Keynote Speaker:  Cardinal Daniel DiNardo

1992
 SLCS opens its doors 
with 22 faculty & staff, 
educating PreK to 4th 

grades and Renee Nunez is 
principal.

1996 
Students and faculty 
move into the new 

school building from
the courtyard area.

2001 
Addition to the main 

building is completed 
to accommodate 

three classes at each grade 
level.

2005 
SLCS is recognized as a

Blue Ribbon School.

2008 
SLCS introduces our
mascot, Leo the Lion.

2011 
With 715 students,
SLCS is the largest

Catholic school in the
Archdiocese of

Galveston-Houston.

1995 
Construction on the
new school building
begins. 7th grade is

added to Middle
School.

1998 
Nancy Taylor

becomes the second
principal at SLCS.

2002 
SLCS celebrates its 10

year anniversary.

2006 
Debra Haney come on

board as the third
principal.

2009 
‘Saint Families’

initiative begins
bringing grades

PreK4 to 8th together.






